- + % —— 
— — — — PP T—IaQU . ...a.; INE n a — 


_ 


T otheri robe worship Eull Las 


Dpe, the U.. J an? true: iclcitre 
with the inere acc of God 315 inoſte 
excellent biefiings, 


IT is nottare but 
5 Uſ.c4 1 ti jee 21) ts bros 

46 PAY [ 
. 19 t Unto 4 riich 1%, 
Lf 2D} SY 4 R : 
RT] CEN | an ray res 1 „Le- 
ll —— bl ue 40 Him th. it lacket ij 


—— 99 re 


not, verifying that in things earth, 
vVULiC) pr erty; is Hole of the minds. 
To him that lath it hall be giuẽ & he 
Shall haue abundãce, euen ſo the = 
dance of Cods good gifts, the humble- 
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long ſiuce geuen me great ac fire by 
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Cap. 1, 


Cop. 2. 


Ibidem. 


Cap. 1 . 


Cap. r, 


de dicato ”"Y, 
is not I: but the ancient and excellent 


father Saint AVGY STINE that be- 


keth. It is he that ſal th, vc ding. medi- 
tation, prayer and co vtenwlation are 
the ſteps of that laddey that leudeth to 
heanen, It is he thit exvoundins the 
vuoords of Chriſte faith, e ele by res. 
ding:antys Hall find ety ten, 
knock Horayingrund it ſhall ve opened 
Unto jou by contemplation. It is he 
thatſaith, reading dooth as it d e 
apply ſubſtaci all meat unto the mouth, 

e e doothchovve it & break it, 


prater obtaineth the ſuveetnes fon 


contemtlation is the ſce eit elf. 
It is Sait AVGY STINE that ſaith, 
reading vd th out meditation is ſip- 
les , a meditation vvith ont re. Kang 
is erronius. And leſt ſome fond body 
Should tmaz1, that this reding vuhich 
hee ſo oft ſeater of, shonld be the 
reading of any other thing but of 


Scripture only, and thas UT vith theſe 
* Yoords 


* . TI K 38 — 


The Epiſtle, 


evords: reading ſaith he) is alog- 
king Ton the ſcripture vvith a dili- 
gent entention of the mind:, and in | 
the terth c<-pter, he ſaith theſe foure Cap. 10. 
ſteps are /ol:nked togither, that they 
wuvlich cce before voukont them 
UUhichfolouwe: can profit litie or no 
this & they vubich folovu vwithout 
them 11-3t goe beſore: doo profit je'doe 
or neuer. T oconclude, the vuhole 
ſome 8 Ffecl therof 16 nothing els 
but that the reading of Scripture, the 
meditation po the Scripture , prayer 
to obtain tbe vnderſtanaing of Scrip 
ture, and contemplatio in the ſuveet- 
nes of Gods promiſes cot ained in the 
Scripture is the on elh gate of Heauen, 
and the dj to attain eternal life , 
For the c:firmatig uvhevof: it utere 
no hard matter for a man of mean 
knovwl-dge to cpile a huge volume, 
and tobring many hundred places out 
of the auncient fathers Y herin they 
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Deut. 17, 


ver. 19019. 
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thit ty theſeft cs oacly,c* nene other 
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wolle of lit ought to moone vi titat 
Got |. I F by \rs ou ne wword hath 
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dedicatory. 5 
him ſayinge Let not the book of this Hs 2 
lavve departe out of thy mouth, bus 
occupy thy minde therin day & night. 
V here mark theſe preciſe tearmes, 
Book,mouth,minde, day, night. For 
vvho ſeeth not that vpõ euery of theſe 
vvords much might be (aid if breaitie 
vvould ſuffer ity VF hen or at vvhat 
time Should any intermiſſion fro the 
exerciſe of Scripture be graunted to 
any man, if it be couenient for a noble 
man trauailing by the vvay in his iour- 
ney to read the Scriptures? And did Au.. 
not the noble Lord Treſarer of the ber. 
great Queene Cand acetrauailing by 
the vvay,ſitin his Chariot treading of 
Eſayas the Prophet? & vvas not the 
end therof ſaluation of his ſoule?. 1s 
it not alſo vvrittẽ by Saint Luke for Ad, 25. 
an euerlaſting commendation un- vet. te 
to thoſe that vvere the nobleſt of birth Ws 
among them of Theſdalonica,becauſe 


(vvlen Paule had preached) they ſer- 
8. ched 


The E piſtle | 

hed the Scriptures, and that aayly 0 

fee vohether it vvere ſo or not? And 

bythat meanes they were brought vn 

to the faith of Chriſle, Tea ana not 

noble men oy, but Ladies alſo by nae 

ere apoitedof God to tread theje ſteps, 

and theyſhall neuer come to heauen 

other Z viſe then by reading the ſcrip- 

tures, bymeditation of the ſcriptures, 

byprater to vnderſtand them, & con- 

tenplation in the fovetnes of them. 

. Joh. 1. And therfore Faint John vvriteti 

one of-bis epiſtles unto a Lady, that 

Ladies alſo hauing the vuoord of God 

ſo eſpecially dhrected untu them, might 

endeuour the/elues with the greter 

dyligece to read it and certely knowu 

them ſelues not to be excluded fro the 
exerciſe therof. | 5 80 

T be vviſdome of GOD inthe laſt 

chapter of the Prouerbs;aiferibing and 

46 it vv ere painting ont the proper- 

ties, not of a mean vv but of a no 


ble 


„ Nr „ 


dedicatory. 
ble mans vviſe and a vertuous Lady, 
a mong other excellent qualities that 
fach a vuoma ought to baue.Heſaith, 
She opeeth her mouth vvith vviſdòe, 
and in her tung is the lawve of grace, 
But leſt 1 should paſſe the competent 
bonds of an EpiUe:1 vvil bre:fly note 
the Bool, the C hapter and the V erſe 
of diners otherplaces,vwhere God him 
elf by his boly wvordplainly te acheth 
that all men, yea, men, vvomen and 
children, ought to be diligently exer- 
ciſed in the vvord of God, as the onely 
vvay to eternal life andthe Ladder 
of Heauen. | 
Deut. C. Ver. C. 7. Deut. F. ver. 3. 
Deut. 11. Ver. I, I.. Deut. , ver 
JI. T z. Ioſu. Ver. 35. I. Reg. 22. ver. g. 
2. Reg. 28. ver. 2. 2. Eſd. Ver. 3. 1. ibi. 
. ver. 2. 3. Pſa. I. ver. 3. Pſa. I . uer.7. 
Pſa. 30. ver 31. 32. Pſa. 11 9. Pro. t. ver 
J. 2.5. 4. Pro. 2. ver. I, 2, 14, 55g. 
Pro. 4. Ver. 20, 21. 22. Pro. d. 
Bj. Vers 


T he Epiſtle, 
ver 2g. ibi. . ver. l, 2 j. ibi. f. ver. 9. 
ibi. ad. Ver. 9. E ſay. . ver. 1 9. 20. E- 
ſay. 2 0. ver. 19. Eſa. g. ver. Id. Eſay. 
. Ver. IG. Eſa. 5g. ver. 21. Eccle, 
24, all, Eccle. ; g. ver. 1. Mat. 4. 
Mar. Iz. ver. 24. Lu. Id ver. 2 p. Tho, 
5. Ver. 39.47. Tho. F. ver. . Iho. Ig. 
Ver. 5. 7. Act. II. Ver.. I. Acb, Iq. ve. 
20.40, Act. 20. Ver. 2.7. Rom. ro. 
Ter. F. 17. Rom. ß. ver. 4. I. Cor. 
70. Ver. 17. 2. Cor. 1. ver. 13. Ephe, 
3, ver. 1. Theſa. 4. ver. 18. 
Phil. 2. ver. 16, Collo. 3. wer. 
15, 2. Timothe. 5 ver. 15. 16. 
., Ver; , . 
Der 25. I. Pet. 2. vers, 2. Pet. 
Ver 7: a Joh. 2. Ver . I2. IF, 
14.Tude. ver. 17. A poc. 1. ver, 3. 
The very nãe of Gods uyoord ought 
to ſtrike into our harts. great reuertce 
towvardit, great deſire to haue it, 
great haſte to hear it great loue to re- 


ad it & like care to leepit. a ig or 
2 


dedicatory. 
24 Queen should vvrite unto vs, lord 
| hau vvould vve Shore I our ea- 
res? what haſte should vue make to 
| bear the contents? Beholde God him 
| ſelf hath directed his letters to euery 
| one cus, his ouune ſpirite is his Se- 
| cretary,his Prophets aud Apoſtles are 
Purciuants & meſſengers that bring 
them vnto us. Intollerable is the con- 
tempt of God that ſendeth the, if vue 
doo not humbly read them, hear them 
| nud diligent) mark and obſerue the 
Dieciall points, and contents of them. 
T he dredful uvoords of God doo fo- 
lovve ſuch contenpt, as it is vuritte. 
O turn you unto my correction, lo 
| T vil expreſſe my minde vnto jou, 
; nd make jou uvnderſtãd my vvoords. 
| _ Seeing then that I haue called & you 
| \refuſed it, I haue ſiretehed out my had 
| 


and no man regarded it, but all my 
counſel yee haue deſpiſed, and ſet my cor 
rections at noueht. therfore hall I 


all 


T he E piſtle, 


alſo laugh in your deſtruction &c. 

V bat promiſe can be (uveeter, then 
to haue God expreſſe his minde vnto 
ws, and make vs wnderſtand his 
UVooraY V hat terror can be greater 
then to haue Godlaughand reioice in 


our deſtruction From vvhichdredful 


deſtruction, I beſeech almighty God de 


liner vs, anaſtay vs appon the ſteps o 
bis holy wvord, til vue come into his 


hatpy kinzdome. 


YourLa,euer to commaund. 


T. VV. 


Suorum quiſque Vulnerum remedm̃ 
ex diuinis Scripturis eligat. Chri- 
ſoſt. in act. Cap 13, Ho. 29. 


& Let euery man chuſe out of the 


diuine Scrivtures, the remeay of his 

0UUN Vuontes, T heſe are the uvords 

JS. John Chriſoſtom, vuriting vpon 

the 15. Chapter of the acls the 29. Ho- 

mel. 
FINIS. 


Tote Reader. 
OX Am not ignorät that 
7845 2 2 as well this,as many 
ESE Vor ber books which arc 
numbered, reputed and printed 
among the workes of Augu. 


tine Biſhop of Hippo are th. 


oupht of may not to be bis, wher 
in as 1 mean not to contend, but 
regarding more the matter the 


— 22 — 


Renne 
2 


the man, and al, finding the 

fame a mog the reſt of bis works 
not only in the later editions 
but in the prints of ſuch olde tie 
as hardly ca be red but of thoſe 
which are vſed to read antiqui- 
ries hero, I my elle haue one 
ro ſhew, Ithongbt it good ther 
Fore(Icauing the cenfure to ſuch 
4 


To the Reader, 


as are learned Yeo make no que 
fliotherof , ſpecially ſeeing this 
Ladder of Paradiſe long be 
fore the time of Av guſtine 
was ſet yp by Chriſte Tu for 
his choſen and elected children 
to aſcend into thoſe mantions 
which he hath prepared 
forthem, not only in 
the kingdoe, but alſo 
inthe houſe of 
God his 
father, 
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to Paradiſc. 
Cap. I, 
en vpon a certain day 
N be ing occupied with 
( Ed Ate bodily labour of mp 
J 9ands : J vad begun to 


d | S | of that ſpirifuall man, 
mn banal ſteps ſudenly offred the 
ſelf vnto my minde , as I thonabt ther- 
on, namelp reading, meditation, pꝛap⸗ 
er and cotemplation, This is the Lads 

der of thoſe that be relig ious, by which 
they are lifted vp fro the earth in to Ye 
nen. This lader is parfed in to fewe 
ſteps, not withſtanding it is of vnmeſu 
rable and incredible greatnes, whoſe lo 
wer part reſting vpon the earth, the vp⸗ 
per end perceth the clowds and ſercheth 
out the ſecrets of Heauen. 
Theſe degrees as they are in names 
and number diners: ſo are they diſtinct 
in oꝛder and woztbines,if any man do 
diligently bebolde their pꝛoperties, and 
their ſeuerall offices, what they wok 
concerning vs, hom they differ and haus 
the pꝛebeminence one of a nother, what 
ſoener labour o2 ſtudp hee ſhall ſpend 


therin, hep ſhall repute the che but 
C ſhozt 


The Ladder 
(eading 


not of ka⸗ hort, and eaſy in compari(d of the great 

dies but ot pꝛoft and ſwetnes therof, 

ſcrprnre. Reading is a loking vpon the Ocrip⸗ 
fure with a diligent intention of the 
minde. Meditation is a ſtudieus action 

Dialer ta ot the inde, ſearching out by d2ift cf 

not to ſa- pꝛoper reaſon, the knowledge of hidden 


inte but krueth. Pꝛaper is a deuout bending of 


to God. the hart vato God, foz the putting a⸗ 


way thoſe things that are euil, and ob⸗ 
tayning fyoſe things that are god. Con⸗ 
templation is a certain lifting vp of the 
minde depending vpon God, taſting 
the Jopes cf everlaſting ſweetnes, 


T he diſcription of the offices of 
the foure degrees or ſteps, 
Cap. 2. 
Ve dilcription ofthe foure de 
ares, then being ſet forth, 
LTbere refftctb y we beholde 
»; — their offices. Readigſeketh, 
edit at id findeth, Pꝛaper re 
' Ehriſtes queſteth, Contfplatien taueth the taſte, 
wooꝛds £x- wherofthe Loz d him ſelf ſaith:ſerk and 
pounded by per ſbali finde, knock and it halbe ope⸗ 
D. Zugulk⸗ ned vnto you, Sek by reading and 


Sch „, vou ſhall inde by medttation. 


VET . 7. 3. 


Bnock 


| 


fo Paradiſe. 

Bnock by pꝛaping. and it ſhall be opetſ- 
ed vnto pou by contemplation, Reding 
doth as it were apply ſubſtãttall meat 
onto the mouth, Mediation doth chaw 
it and break it, Prayer obtayneth the 
ſweet nes of it. Contemplation is the 
ſweetnes it ſelf which delighleih and re 
kreſtheth. Reading is tin the (Kin, Pedi⸗ 
tacton is the fat „Pꝛaper is the motto 
of the deſire, Contemplaſtb is the plea⸗ 
fare of the (weefknes obtained, whiche 
thing that pet it may moze maniſeitly 
appcere among many: J wil ſet down 
one exaple. Jn reading I beard. Bleſſed 
are the pure iu hert for they ſhall ſee 
God. Beholde here a ſhozt woyd but 
ſweet and manikolde in ſence, and gi⸗ 
ueth vnto the feeding of the foule as if 
were of a Gꝛape, v bich after the ſorite 
bath diligently vewed,ii lapeth within 
it ſelf ; J wil return vnto my bart, 
and J wil pzone ik parbaps J can vn⸗ 
derſtand and finde out this purttte. 

This thing no dout is pꝛecious, and 
wozthy to be deſired, wheie poſſr32s 
are calted bleſſed, vnto which the light 
of God, which is eternall lifeis pꝛomp⸗ 


ſed, which is lo greatly cõmended * 
FF 


The Ladder 


ſo many teſtimontes of þ boly ſcripture. 


Whe hart then deſircns to haue this 
thing yet nioze fully to be vnfolded:bc- 
ginneth to chaw 4 fo bzeak this grape, 
and putteth it into the pꝛeſſe whi'eft it 
fiurreth vp reaſon to learch whether if 
be ſo, and how this pꝛecious puritie ſo 
woztby to be deſired, map be attapned. 


The office of meditation. 
Cap. 3. 

Ven diligent meditation dzaw- 
ing ner, the tariefh not withcut, 
he bath nothing to do in the oac 
ſide of the letter, he ſetteth falt her fo!, 
ſbe perceth tbe in ward partes, ſhe ſa 
keth out euer p co2ner attentiuelp, the 
confivereth that he ſaid not, blefled are 
the clene in body: but p pure in minde, 
becauſe if ſuffiſeth not to haue innocent 


bande fro evil acts, except we be alſo pu 


rified in minde from wicked thoughts, 
which thing is confirmed by the autho⸗ 


ritie offhe J22opbet, ſaving. VVho 


shall goe vp into the bil of the Lord: 
who Hal reſt in his holy place? lee 
that is innocent of his hands and of a 
clene hart, And doth againe conſiver 

| bow 


TQ—U— 


to Paradiſe. 


bow greatly the ſame Prophet doth 
wiſh foz this cle nes of hart pzailg thug, 
Create O Lord a new hart within me. 
And agai. If I haue beheld iniquidie in 
my hart, the Lord wil not hear me. 
And thik how carful blefied lob was in 
this watch, who laid. I hiue made a 
couenãt with mine eyes, that I woult 
not once think vpon a Virgin, bes 
holde how this hclp man reſtrapned 
bim (elf, which cioſed vp his epes leit 
he ſhould beholde vanitie, left parhap 
bc ſhould rathiy be holde that wbich be 
might after ag aind bis wil beſire 
After meditation bath bandled ſuche 
things touching the purit ie or the hart: 
then (he beginneth to mule von the re⸗ 
ward, how gloꝛioꝰ x delegdable a thing 
it is to ſox the deſired face of the Lozd, The kate of 
that crcellft face, in fauour ſar patſing £ _ can 
the childꝛen of men, not now aviect and ee 5 
vile, not bauing now the conntenance ggother 
in which his mother clothed him, but ſought him 
hauing on the long garment of tmmoz e bo⸗ 
tautie, crowaed with the diadem with darth with 
which his Father crowned him in the out tue glo⸗ 
day of his ccſurrenion,and glozy in the 2 therot. 
dap which the Lozd hath made. Meets 
talton 


1 ö The Ladder 

1 tation thinketh, how in that Colt there 
ſhalt be the fulaes wheroſthe Prophet 
lpeaketh. V Ve 5halbe ſatiſfied when 
thy glory shat appeer. Daſt thou not ſee 
ZF what abundance of licour bath flawed 
1 but of a litle Gzape:bow great a fire is 
F | groen out of this one ſpaik: how far 
R$ tois lifle luup (Bleſied are the pure in 
. hart for they shall ſce God) 1s ſtret⸗ 
1 ed out in this meditation, But how 
{8 lar think roumigbt the ſaine Le exten⸗ 
ded, if ſome man ſbould come in place 
whict had awd experience of ſuch mat 
fcr£20) & perceiue that a bery dep wel 
it is, but I beetng vnſkiilul in lhele mat 
ters, baue ſcarcely found the bucket to 


dꝛawe out very few things, Lhe ſoule 
f bæing evflamed with theſe burning toz 
| ches, and moztified with theſe dc fires, 


the alabaſtar ofthe [wet ointment bee 
ing bꝛoken: it beginneth ſweetly to [as 
uour, not as by taſte: but as it were bp 
im ſmelling at tbe noſe. Yerof the Boule 
WA doth gather, how [wet a thing it were 
| to fœle the frute of this meditacion. the 
meditation whereof ſhe findeth to be ſo 
pleſant. But what ſhall the loule dozſhe 
burncth with desire to obtain, yet (he 
Andeth 
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to Paradiſe 

findeth not with her ſelf bop it map be 
bad, the moze ſhe ſercheth: the mozs 
ſbe thirſtech, and white he ap pipeth 
meditation therunto: (he dot but en⸗ 
creaccthe pain. becagſe the ſoute faicth 
not the ſweetnes which meditation doth 
not gine ber, but ſheweth her ko be in 
puritie of the hart, foz it lpeth not in 
him that readeth oz mevitateth to fœle 
this (weetnes: except it be giuen bim 
from abone,f02 fo read and to medifafe 
ie a thing common bothe to god and e⸗ 
uil men, fo: the verpphitaſophers oftbe 
beat ben did finde out by deikt of reaſo, 
wherin the effect of the true god thing 
did conſiſt. But becauſe when thep 
knew God :they did not glozify him as 

SOD, but pꝛeſuming of their owne 
ſtrengtb laid, our owne kung wil we 

magnifp, our own lips be of our ſelues, 

they were not woꝛthy to feele 5 things 

they could ſe, but maxed ful of vanities 

in their imaginations,x their wiſdome 

was conſumed. Foz that wiſdome, hu⸗ 

main ſtudy of learning {but not the ſpi⸗ 

rite of wiſeome) had giuen them, which 

ſpirite cnely gtucth true wiſdome, J 

mean the ſuct knowledge, whiche 

when 
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when it is in anp man as an ineſtima⸗ 

lelwertnes, it doth comfozt t refreſh 
him. And of this wildome it is ſaid, 

Viſdome shall not enter in to a fro 

Vard ſoule. This cometh of God ones 

ly, euen like as the Loꝛd hath graunted 

the office of baptiſing bnfo many, but 

the power and autho2ifte in bapſiſne, 

Ko man Ofreinittiag linnes, bs hath relerued 

can remit Vnto him felf alone. TT herupon John 

fin. God jn ft&d of naming Chziſte, by that pꝛo⸗ 

3 0 r 6 pertie, as by way of diſtinguichment, 

ſelk olon t. pointing to him MF ſaith I his is hee 

which baptiſeth inthe holy Ghoſte 

And ſo of bun we may lay, tbis is her 

that giueth the true taſte of wildome, 

that maketh the pleſant ſauoꝛed ſcience 

of the ſoule,fo2 ſpeech is giuen to many, 

but wiſdome vnto fewe, which y Loꝛd 

deuideth vnto whom be wil, and after 


what ſozte it pleaſeth bim. 


The office of prayer. 
Cap. . 
Dw p ſoule ſ&irg p ſhe can 
27144 not by ber ſelf attain the de- 
hared ſweetnes of knowledge 
land experience e the moze 
| lhe 
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fo Paradi ſ oof 

ſhe appzocbeth vnto bighnes of hart, lo 
much the moze Gad is lifted abwue her 
reach, ſhe hambleth ber ſelf and flpeth 
vnto pꝛaper, ſaping. O Lord thou whi⸗ 
ch maiſt not be ſeẽ but of clene harts. 
A baue ſought by reading, J baue ſeat» guerp cit; 
ched by meditating, how the true puri⸗ tian foule 
tie of bart might be obtained, Þ by the may ſay I 
means therof J miabt in partknowe bn e fought 
tber. 3 ſought thy cofitenance (D Lozd) * 
euen thy face did J ſeek. A baue long me 
ditated in mp hart, and in my medita⸗ 
tion, the fire and longing ta knowe the, 
is moze moze kindled. UUbilſt thou 
L02d doſt bꝛeak vnto me the bzead of In b;ea- 
holy Sctipture, e in bꝛeaking of bꝛead: fins che | 
thou art the ſwner knowen, # the moze n criptüre 
2 knowe the:p moze à deſire to knowe ghzige is 

the, not now in the bark of the letter: kuowne. 
but in the feeling ol experience. Neither — 24. 
do J aſk this (D Lozd) foz my merite:: 
but foz thy mercies ſake, Foz J confeſſe Not fox 
that J am an vawoztby & ſintail ſoute, metits ſakg 
not withſtanding the whelpes doo eat þ 
crũmes that fall from the table of their 
L.820s,Gine me (o Loꝛd) p erueſt of the 
enberitace to come, at tbe le aſt one dzop 


ef the beauenly 5. that J might cole 
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my tbirſt, foz J burne in lone of ther. 


The office of contemplation, Cap. 5, 
W N a, Ith theſe and ſuch like enfla- 
med ſpæches, the ſcule kind» 
8 W © N jr leth der deſire as the vikereth 
a: 5.4/4: her aff: ion, wthele allure⸗ 
ments the ſeule caleth fo ber ſelfe, the 
1Bzirecrom Now the Lozd wheſe eyes 
are ſet vpon the righ'eons,and his ears 
nat o:12'y cp2n vnto their pꝛapers: but 
haſtelo interrupting the middle courſe 
of the pꝛaper, and ſpedeſp beetng com⸗ 
paſ7d with the dew of heauen!p grace, 
be meteth with the deſiring ſeule. And 
keting anointed with the beſt ointmer, 
be recreateth pwery ſonuleghe refreſheth 
the hungry Emaketh fat the lean ſoule, 
cauſeth her to foꝛget all woꝛlolp thing?, 
andbeing bvnnindefnl of bim (elif, - 
foztifying the ſoule, maketh her alſue, 
and by making her dzunck: cauſeth ber 
tobe ſober, and like as in certein car- 
nall tuties, the concupiicence is fo ouer⸗ 


come, that it laſcth the vic of reaſd, and 
is become as it were altogitier carnall, 
© ofo2 god cauſe in this heavenly cons | 


templation, the carnall mocions are ſo 
D. p. conſumed | 


fo Pa radiſe. 


conſumed andſlwalowed vp ol the ſoule, 
that the fleſh doth confrary the ſpirik 
in no thing, and the man is made as it 
were altogit ber ſpirituall, 


Signes of the holy Ghoſle coming 
vndo the ſoule. 
Cap. G. 
SI N Loꝛd how dot thon apper 
8 ; A ben thou wozkeſt theſe 
St ; thinge24 what token is ther 
do of thy comming: Be ſighes 
and teares witneſſes and meſſengers ol 
this iope and conſolation? If it be ſo, this 
is a new kinde of ſpeechby a contrary: 
meaning, and a ſignification out of vſe. 
Fo2 what felowſhip bath conſolation 
with ſozowful ſighes? oz iop W teares? 
If thele pet ought to be called teares, 
and not rather an ouer running abuns 
dance of inward dew powꝛed vpon the 
ſoule, and a token bothe of the inward 
and outward purging. T hat like 
as in the baptiſme of chil d en, by the 
outward waching, is ſignificd and figu⸗ 
red the inward waſhing ok the ſcule: 
ſo hear the ſnward purging gaety be- 
foze the outward clenſing, O happy 
feares 
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feares by which the (award blemiſhes 
vi the ſoute are purged, by which þ kinds 
lings of ſin are quenched, Bleſſed are 
Fcu that ſo mourne, becauſe you ſhall 
laugh, In teares O (oule acknowledge 
thy bꝛidegrom, imbꝛate thy long deſired 
one. Now make thy ſelf d2unk in the 
riuer ol pleſure, ſuck ilk 4 Hunnp out 
ol tbe bzeſt of bis conſolation. 

Tbeſe are the pure gifts æ pleaſures 
which thy Bꝛidegrom hath ſent thee, 
namely,mourning and feares , Uith 
thelc teares he bꝛingeth dꝛink vnto thee 
by meaſure , theſe teares are thy fad 
night and day, euen the bꝛead that ma⸗ 
keth ſtrong the hart of man, which are 
werter the the bonpe oz the hony comb, 

© Loꝛd if theſe teares be ſo exceting 
(wet with the deſire and remembzance 
of the: how (wet (hall the top be which 
ſhalbe taken by p manileſt ſight of thee? 
Ik it be ſo ſweet a thing to weep foz 
t hee: bow ſweet ſhall it be foretoyce of 
fhee? Eut what do wee go about to ſef 
fo2th openly the ſecret ſpeeches of the 
ſonie:why go we abont W bſnall wo2ds 
fo expꝛeſſep ſpirituall affections? Thoſe 
which haue not tho experience therof, 


vuderſtand 


kikied, and thy name beeing channged ver 2. 
from 


to Paradiſe 


vnder ſtãd not ano ſuch matte rs, whom 

the anoint ing it ſelfe teac heth in p bok 

of experit̃᷑ce, oꝛ els py outward letter pꝛo⸗ 
fitetb nothing to bim that readeth.Litle 

god ſauour bath the reading of the out⸗ 
ward letter, except from the harta man 

take the cxpoſition and inward ſence, 


In what eſtate the ſoule remaineth 
whilſt theferuencie of the holy 
Ghoſte depatteth, 
Cape 7, 
<1 &cule we haue arcatly P20 
WY long ed this talke, foz it was 
: FE} god fo2 vs to bee heer with 
2 — Peeter and John, to beholde 
the glo2y of the B2tdegrom, and long 
to remain with him. But J would there 
were made heer, not thꝛee noz two ſe⸗ 
nerall Tabernacles, but one, in which 
we migbt all dwel togither, and Jop to 
gither. But as the Bꝛidegrome ſateth, 
25 me go, for now the mornig riſeth, 
Now thou haſt receiued the viſitation 
and light of grace which thon diddeſt de 
fire, Therfoze the bleſſing being alnen Gen. 324 
thee,the ſinow ofthy thigh . moz vir. 2% 
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from Jacob to Iſrael, now foz a while 
goeth ailde ß bꝛidegrome long deſired, 
and ſon departed, be withdzaweth him 
ſelf as wel fromthe viſion as from the 
[weetnes of contemplation, vet doth bee 
ſtul remain pꝛelent towching p gouern 
ment, the glozy and the vnite, 
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A reſon geuẽ why the feruentneſſe of 
the holy ghoſt dooth for a time leaue 
the ſoule. Cap. 8. 
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„Alt feare not O ſpouſe, deſ⸗ 
TE); 7 pair not, neither thinke thy 


+ Dae 
a4 he 
muß 
—— * 
- = = 
— - hy 


4 ON * l n att r wa : e EPR II | 
þ e eee 4 
9 — - wan - . „ + Ge pes als Canal - N 5 Pers, L — * « 
Pm — „ a6 230 g N n . — wa 
7. 4 
6 x 1 <A 
« „„ 4 „ 5 
, — — 
— —— + 8 ** 
* — ä — — 8 
vB 

4 
- F 
45 
5 
, 
% 
LY 
? 
# 


Aldo a while b b2tdegroe hide 
bis face fro thæ, all thele things wozk 
togither foꝛ thy pzofit, and thou makeſt 
a gaine, bathe ot his coming and of his 
departure, hœ cometh fo2 thy pzofit,and 
b& alſo veparteth fo2 thy pzofit,hee coeth 
to giue tbee comfozt, and departeth to 
make ther vigilant, left the greatnes of 
thy conſolation ſhould puffe the vp, leſt 
ikthe bꝛidegtome (hould alwaies abide 
with the: y ſnuldſt bein to contemne 
t hy kelowes, and ſbouldſt now aftribute 
this continuall vilifation, not to grace: 
but to nature, foz this grace, the bꝛide⸗ 
grom 
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to Paradiſe. 


grom giueth fo whom hee will g when 
it pleaſeth him, the poſſeſſion therof is 
not gotten by any right of enberitante. 
It is acom9 ſaxig,ouer much familltatt- 
tic bzcedeth contept, The bzidegromther 
foze departeth from thee, leaſt beeing 
ouer much conuerſant: bee migbt be 
contemned, and that being abſent: bs 
might be the moze defired, and bering 
deſired:the moze grerdilp ſeught foz, £ 
being long ſo ught foz: bes miabk be at 
the laſt moze thakfullp found. Further⸗ 
moze,what is this pꝛeſent life? what is 
it in reſpect ofthe glozy to come which 
ſhall be ſhe wed vpon vs? ſurely it is a 
life like a dark riddell in which wee vn- 
derſtand but a ſmall parte, foz heer we 
haue no continuing Citte but we (eek 
foz one to come, let vs not then fake our 
baniſhment foz our countrie, noꝛ theer - , 
neſt penny foz the whole pꝛice. The 
Bꝛidegrome cometh t departeth again, 

Somtime bzinging conſolation, ſome⸗ 

time turning our whole eſtate into 

weaknes. Alitle while he ſuffereth vs 

to taſte how ſweet he is, and befoze we 

can fully feele it:hes withdzaweth him 


ſclf and as it were flickring oner vs 
with 
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with his wings ſpꝛed a bꝛode, be pꝛouo⸗ 
keth vs to fly, as if he ſhould ſap:beholde 
you haue ſomewhat taſted how ſwcet 
Jam, but if pou wilbe fully ſatiſfied 
1 witb this my lwertnes run after me 
l want, i info v ſiveet ſaucur of myne ointments, 

Mt * lifting bp your barts where J am on 
the right band of mp Father, where por 
(hal ſee me not in a glaſſe 02 in a riddel, 
Lut face to face, and where pour hart 
hall fullp retoyce and no man ſhall take 
away your toy from you, 
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The care & diligence of the ſoule, 
leſt he should be forſaken 
of God. Cap. 9. 

Ut take thou heed O Spouſe 
bow the Bzidegrom turneth 
away him ſelf, he goeth not 
tar of, and although thou (ce 
not him, yet doofb he ſee thee, beeing ful 
Apo. ; bk eyes bothe behinde and beſoze, thou 

canft neuer be hidden from him. Vee 
bath alſo about the bis ſpirits, beeing 
meſſengers and as it were moſte ſharp 
ſighted Spies, that they may loke how 
thou be haueſt thy ſelfin y ablẽce of the 
Bzidegrome, ⁊ accuſe thee betoze 1 
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to Daradile. 
ik tbey map eſpy any token ol wanton⸗ 
nes e ſcurrilitte. Foz this Bꝛidegrom 
is iedous, left parhap thou ſbouldeſt ac- 
cept iome other luer. Foz if p goubout 
to pleaſe anpcther, bee fozſalteth thee 
and toyneth him ſelf to other pũg ones. 
| This Bꝛidgrom is a daintie fclow, 
be is botbe noble and rich, 4 of poſſing 
beautie aboue all the childzen of men, 
and therkoze be viſdaineth to tage any 
otber bu a beawtifali Spouſe. Pea if 
he ſ& in thee but one (pot 03 w2inkie:the 
ftraight farneth away bis epes, fog hee 
can abide no vnclennes, Bee chaſte 
therkoze, be ſbamekaſt and humble, that 
ſo thou maiſt be woꝛt hy often to be vi⸗ 
ſited of ihy Bꝛidegrom. J teare leſt this 
ſpeech hath holden vs ouer long, But the 
matter both barren and ſweet hath dzi- 
uen me therunto, which J haue not vo⸗ 
luntarilp pzolcnged , but bane bene 
dꝛawen againſt my wil, with J knowe 
not what ſweetnes therof, 


The office and effect of euery ſtall or 
ſtep by reperiton, Cap, io. 
T Hat thele thinges then which haue 
been ſpoken moe at large, may 
> E, the 


Readirs 
ite kounds⸗ 
tion. 
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tbe betfer be ſeene when they are vni⸗ 
fed and ioyned togither: let vs collect 
by reherſall the (um of the things be- 
foꝛe ſpoken,as in the fozmer cramples 
it may appzere to haue been noted, how 
the foꝛſaid ſteps holde togither, and how 
they go one befo2e another, as fro time 
to time the one beeing caoſe of th'other, 
Foz reading, as it were the loundation, 
both fir ſt offer it ſelt, and when ſhe bath 
giuen vs the ſubſtance oz matter: ſhce 
ſendeth vs to Mebitacion, now Pedita⸗ 
fion verp diligently enquiretb wbat we 
eugi.t to deſire and as it were deluing 
oz digging, doth finde andſhew where 
as the treſure is. But when by her ſelf 
ſhe is not able to obtain it: ſhe ſendeth 
vs vnto P;axer, Pꝛaper lifteth vp her 
ſelf with all her foꝛce whe (he bath foũd 
the deſired treſure, the (weefnes of 
Conteplation. This Contemplatid com 


mig fo,deth fully reward v laboꝛ of thoſe 


thzee befoꝛe nãed, while ſhe maketh the 
thirſty ſoule dꝛunken W the dew cf hea⸗ 


nenlyſweefnes, Reading then pertei⸗ | 
neth to outward exerciſe. Meditation fo | 
fbe in ward vnd erſt a nding. Paper to 


the dcfire of the minde. — 
? 


W BH.4 


W IP 


ro Paradiſe, 


is abone all faling of huma in reaſon, 
{he firſt ſtep ts of thoſe that dw begin, 
Che ſecond of thoſe that do go fozward, 
{Lhe third of thoſe that are devout. The 


gitber, and do lo by coutſe ſerue one an 
others turn p they which go befoze with 
out them that follow can p;offit litie oz 
nothing, and they which follow without 
them that go be foꝛe do pꝛoffit ſeldom 02 
neuer. Foz what dofh it vauntage to 
ſpend the time in continual reading, oz 
by reading to run thzough the Acts and 
w2itinges of boly men, except by chaw 
ing and feeding vppon the ſame: wee 
dzink down the ioice therof,and by ſwa⸗ 
lowing therof, wee ſend it into the inner 
moſte parte of the bart, that of thoſe 
things we may bane diligent conſidera- 
tion of our owne eſtate , and endenour 
our ſelues to do p wazks of them whoſe 
acts we often defireto read. Tut how 
can we conſider of theſe things, oz bow 
can we beware leaſt by meditating, 
ſome falſe and vain things, ſhould paſſe 
kde bounds, conſtituted by thoſe bhoty 


Fathers, except firſt we be (nflructed a- 
E. . bont 


He that wil 
not ſet his 


fourth of thoſe which ars bleſled oz hap⸗ foot vpon þ 
pre. Theſe foure ſteps are ſo linckt tc- firlt Step 


ſhail never 
come vp to 
the laſt, 
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bont ſuch matters, either by reading 02 
. Henting is by tearing. Foz bearing doth after a cer 

inc inded in kaln maner pertain to reading. Whet- 
rcading, ok we vle to ſay that wee haue not onely 
read thoſe bakes b hich we our ſelues 
d read bnlo our ſelues oz to other: but 
alſa thoſe which we haue heard ol our 
Mat tete. 


Further what doth it pꝛofit if by PS 


dit at id a men da lee hat things ougbt 
ko be den, except by the help of pꝛaper 
and the grace of God, we may be made 
Jam. 1.17, Able to obtain p ſame, For cucry good 
1tT(ſajth Saint James) and cuery per- 
without et gift deſcendeth {rom aboue from 


pred oe. the father of light. Without whom ws 


thing ſatth can do nothing, but be in vs doth wazk 
S.Fugu- ohr wozke, pet not altogither with out 
nes alſo ys foz wee are wozkers with God, as 
Ee UM the Apoſtle ſaith, Ged ſurely wil baue 
Joh. 6,v.5 vs p2ay vnto him, and that we do open 
vnto him, comming and farping at the 
wa boſome n cur will, and that 
we conſent bnfo him, 
"Boo This conſent het required of the wo⸗ 
Ecth vs fre man cf Samaria, when be ſaid, call thy 


ny husbad lil poure grace into thee ap- 
10 good. ple B freschoice , He reguired pzayer ef 


ber 


ro Paradiſe. 

ber, when he ſaid, If thou kneweſt the Joh. . v. 0 
eitt of God & who it is that ſaith vnto 
thee, $iuc me drink: parhaps thou 
wouldſt haue deſired of him the water 
of lie. Lye woman bihe ſhe beard this 
being in ſtructed ae it were of reading; 
Cz: thonght in her hart that it would be 
god and profitable ioz ber to haue this 
water. Se then being kindled with a 
deſire to obtain it: turned herſelf vnto 400. 4 v.. 
pꝛarer ſaying. O Lord giue me this f 
vvater that I may thirſt nomore, nei⸗ 
ther at any time come hither again to 
draws auy water. 

Beholde the hearing of the woꝛd of 
the Lozd and Meditation folowing ther 
vpon, baue pꝛoucked her vnto pꝛaper. 
Foz how cculd ſhe be carefully bent bn 
to pꝛaper: except Pedifation had firſt 
kindled her, And what ſhould Pedita- 
tion going befoze haue p2ofited ber? 
except pꝛaper folowing bad obtained 
thole things, wbiche Meditacion did 
ſhe ws wo;thy to be deſired. Therfoze 
that Meditation may be fruteful: it be⸗ 
boueth p the deuocion of Pꝛaper do foe 
lowe, whoſe flute and as it were the e⸗ 
ffect, is the ſweetnes of „ 


Meditsti⸗ 
on without 
reading 16 
etrenious. 
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All theſe ſteps or degrees are declared 


to be ioyned togither chat they 


_— Cap. II. 
— 


19 0 on is ſaples. Meditation 
wit bout reding is erronius, 
Pꝛaver without Meditation is neither 
hote noz colde. Pedit acid without Pap 
er is fruteles, Pꝛaper with deuocion 
ts it that obtaineth Conteplation. The 
obtapning of Contemplation without 
Pꝛaper, ts either rare o2 miraculous. 

Foz G D of whole power there is nei 


ther number no2 end, and whoſe mer⸗ 


tie is a boue all his wozks, ſoctime of 
ffones may raiſe bp ſonnes vnto Abra⸗ 
ham, While he compelleth thoſe which 
be bard harted and bnw(lling , quietly 
to agree and to be willing . 

And ſo like the pꝛodigall ſonne as the 
common ſaping is. He dzaweth the Dr 
by the hozne , when hee powꝛetb in him 
ſelk not beeing required, Which thing 
althougb ſometime we reade fo ha ue 
happened bnto ſome, as vnto Paule 


and certain other, yet onght wee not ta 
pꝛeſume 


R 1 theſe we mapgather that 
reading without Peditati⸗ 
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pꝛeſume of ſuch diuine things, but ra - 


ther fo do that which is our dutie, that 


is tolay.toreadandto meditate inthe 
lawe of God, to pzay and to loue him, 
that it map pie ale him to beholde our 
imperfection, and to help our infirmitte, 
wbich things be techeth vs to do, ſaping 
Ask and yee shall receiue, ſeek and 
yee shall finde, knock and it shall be 


dome of heauen ſuffereth violence, and 
thoſe that be violent pluck it vnto them. 

Bebolde whether the pꝛoperties of 
the foꝛſaid ſteps, map be made pertect 
with conuenient diſtinctions, how faſt 
they cleue one to the other,and what e⸗ 
verp one of them doth wozk in bs, 

Bleſſed is the man whoſe minde 
being void of others affaires, doth al⸗ 
wayes de ſire on theſe ſteps to be con- 
nerſant, which ſelling all that he hatb, 
dooth bay that feld in which this de⸗ 
ired freaſare lieth hid. Foz beholde 
and {& bow ſtwert theLozd is. 

Be that in the firſt degr& is ercrcl- 
ſed, in the ſecond circumſpect, in ths 
third deueut, in the fourth liſted bp a⸗ 
boue him lelk: by theſe aſcencios . 

g 


Mat. 7. v.75 
opened vnto you. Foz now the Kings Mat. 11. 12, 


fa. 84. v. 
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he hath diſpoſed inhis hart, he doth riſe 
from vertue to vertue, vntil the Loꝛd of 
Loꝛds apper in Sion. Bleſſed is he ta 
who it is graanted ta remain, but enen 
a litle while v2on this gigbeſt ſtep, fog 
be may trulp ſap. beholde J fle the 
grace ofthe Lozd, beholve with Peeter 
and lohn J bao contemplate, Brholde 
with lacob J dog often take delight in 
the embꝛaſing a! Rachell, but ict this 
perſon take god beed to him ſeif, leaſt 
after this Contemplation by which he 
bath been lifted vp to the beauens, by 
any inozdinate hap he fail vnto ß depth 
of tell, and leaſt aſter (he Ugh? of God 
he be connerfed bnto the wankon actios 
ofthe wozld,and the enfiſing pleaſures 
of the fleſhe, koꝛ when the weak fight of 
mans minds is not able long ta ſuſtaine 
the b2ightnes of the true light: let 
bim ſoftly and o2berly delcend vnto 
ſome one ofthe thꝛe ſteps by wbich he 
had aſcended,and by courſe let him ſtap, 
now vpon one, now bpon another, ſeme 
time vpan p third as he liſteth bim ſell to 
thaſe, and as time g plate (all require, 
And loke bow much the bigher be moũ⸗ 
keth aba ue the firſt ſtep: ſo much the 
nec rer 
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nerer heDzaweth vnto God. But alas 
how fraple and miſerable is the condi⸗ 
tion of man, beholde by diſcourſe of rea- 
ſon, and by the Teſtimonies ofthe holy 
ſcripture we plainly (& 5ᷣ in theſe foure 
ſteps, the perfection of a god life is con⸗ 
tained, and tn theſe ſpiritnall god thigs 
a mans t xerciſe ought to be contained. 
But who is be that doth it and we wil 
pꝛaiſe him. To wil is pꝛeſent w many, 
buf to perfozme it: with few, and I pꝛaꝝx 
God that we map be ol tboſe few. 


Foure cauſes doo withdrawe v3 
from theſe foure ſteps. 
Cap, . Iz. 

- Bere are yet foure Cauſes 
which withdzawe vs often 
| < from theſe foure ſteps; that ts 
3 (2:66 to ſay, ineuitable necellitie, 
= of boneſt action the vtilitie, 
bumapne infirmitie:# wozldly vanitie. 
CTbe firſf is excuſable. The ſecond is 
tolle rable, The third miſerable. And 
the fourth damnable. Foz it had beene 
better foz them wbome ſuch canſe pul⸗ 
leth away from their bolp parpoſe, nof 
toknowe the * God then to _ 
h ac⸗ 


<A OS 
HIT 


The Ladder 


backwarde after they bane knowne if, 
What excuſe can he make of his offfce? 
fo: iuſtly the Le2d may ſap bnto him. 
VV hat could more haue doon for 
thee then I haue door: thou hadſt no 
being and I created] ee, thou diddeſt 
commit ſinne and madeſt thy ſelf the 
ſeruaunt of the Deuil and I redeemed 
thee, thou didde ſt run at randon ouer 
the world with the wicked, and l elect-⸗ 
ed thee, l gaue thee grace in my fight 
aud would haue dwelt with thee, but 
thou haſte deſpiſed me, tbor halte 
throwne behynde thee (not onely my 
wordes)but my ſelf alſo, and halt wal- 
ked after thine owne luſtes, 
But o god, wert, and pitifull GD. 
a delectable trend, apꝛudent connceller, 
a minbty heiper, how vaine and bzains 
les is he that calteth the away, which 
D2fueth from his bart ſo mylds 4 make 
a gqueſt: O bow unbappp and hurtfull a 
chaunge is this, fo caſt away his creas 
foz, fo fake in fre warde andnoxlome 
thouabts, and to deliuer bp p ſecret? place 
of his hatt, cuen the pꝛiupe cloſet of the 
boly ghoſte, wich now erewhile was 


filled with celeſttall zopee, ſo I 
0 
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fo be frodden under fofe with bnclcne 
fConabts and wicked ſinnes, euen yet 
therin the very (cps of the bzidegrome 
are warme and now p2zeſctly are intro⸗ 
mitted 4 let in the adulierous defires, 
a foule abſurd diloꝛder, that the eares 
which euen now haue heard the words 
which are not lawfull fo2 a man to vt⸗ 
ter, ſo one to be enclined to the hearing 
of flaunders and fablcs, that the eyes 
which euen now were baptiſed with ho 
ly teares, ſuddenly to be turned vnto the 
bcholving of vanities, tbat the toung 
which eacn now bid ſing the plealairc 
ſong of the holy bꝛide bed, which recon-s Latt.r.v.ra, 
ciled with his enflamed eloquẽce of per- 
{watton, tbe bꝛide with tþe bꝛidegrome 
and brought ber inio the Wine ſeller: 
ſhould againe be conuerted vita vaine 
ſpœches, to filthy teſting, ko the pꝛacti⸗ 
ſing of decett, and vafoflaunders. Farre 
be it from vs (6 Lozd)but if it happen by 
bumane infirmitte that we llip in to ae 
ny ſuch offence, let vs not therfo2e deſ⸗ 
palre: but let vs run againe vnto the pi⸗ 
tikuli Phiütton which raiſeth the poꝛe 
from the earthe, and lifteth vp the neer⸗ 


dy (con the duͤghill, and he that _— 
tt 
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nok the death ofa ſinner; (tall agapne 
cure and heale vs, 

It is now time to cdclude this Cpiltle, 
Let vs therfoze pz ay vato God pelt ip 
to mittigate the impedincnts which do 
witholde vs from bis Confemplaticn, 
and berafter to take them clene away 
from vs, whome we defire to lead vs by 
tbe fozſaid ſteps from vertue to vertue, 
til we may ſeꝛ tbe God of Gods in Sid, 


where the elected (not by dꝛops noꝛ by 


courſe) ſhall taſte p ſwertnes of deuine 
Contemplation : but ſhall haue the Joy 
of being filled without ſeaſing with the 
Ringer of Pleaſure, which no man (hall 
take from them, and (hail eniop vn⸗ 
chaungeable Peace, euen 
Peace in it ſelf, 


C9 
— 


be end of S. A u guſtine 
Bishop of Hippo, his Lad 
der to Paradiſe, 
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